Deproteinization of bacterial genomic and plasmid DNAs by tannic acid.
Tannic acid is proposed as a protein precipitating agent in genomic and plasmid DNAs preparation. After addition of tannic acid, a single centrifugation step is sufficient to deproteinize Escherichia coli and Serratia marcescens extracts. The purified DNA lent itself to amplification, restriction enzymes digestion and transformation. Tannic acid is much less toxic than common deproteinizing agents and it is environmentally friendly, biodegradable, renewable and quite inexpensive.